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dune 10, 2911, 


Mr. William Brewster, 
C/o Dr. Henshaw, 
"The Ontario", 
Washington, PD. C. 


Dear Sir:e- 


The by-laws provide that a special meeting of the Board 
shall be called at the instance of five directors. I have been in- 
structed by the Acting President to call such special meeting for 
Friday next, June 16th, as it seems to him of much importance that the 
full Board, in view of recent developments, should convene at the 
earliest possible date to agree on the plan of action in the matter 
of the proposed gift of the various gun and kindred interests. It has 
been found impossible to hold this meeting after next week because of 
the personal engagements of the various members of the Board, The 
by-laws provide for ten days notice of a special meeting. Our counsel 
advises me that this notice can be waived in case every member of 
the Board will sign such waiver. I assume that the members of the 
Board will be glad to do this in view of the exigencies of the case. 


To that end, I am enclosing herewith a form of waiver which 
will you please sign and send to me by return mail, as failure to sé- 
cure such signature from one member of the Board might throw the meet- 
ing over until the Fall. It is earmestly urged that even if you cannot 
be present at the meeting, you sign the waiver and get it to me as 


stated by return mail. 
OE ete Le 


Secretary. 
pane Spee. 


P.S.— Please advise me at once if it will be possible for you to 
attend this meeting. 


Very truly y 


Mr, Pearson will write vou early Monday. --E.H.H. 
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June 12, 1911. 


My dear Mr, Brewster:- 


This morning I received vour letter of June llth and the 
waiver for a call of meeting which you signed. 


I regret that vou will be unable to attend the meeting on 
Friday, which in deference to the wishes of some of the Board and on 
the strong advice of the counsel has been called for that time. 
The present indications are that we will have quite a full meeting. 


My object in consenting to a gathering of the Board’ this 
time is not with a view of seeking to shift any of the blame or responsi~ 
bility from my own shoulders but because it seems apparent to some of 
the Board and others of our best friends that if I make public my 
private action of last week, in which I declined to handle the funds, 
it will not be sufficient for the public for the reasons: 


First: It will doubtless be construed in many quarters as 
an act of discourtesy to the Board and 


Second: Feeling as I do in the matter, the Board should 
have the opportunity at the earliest possible date of either dropping 
the whole matter or arranging to have some one else handle the fund. 


I do not intend to shirk any responsibility which I can 
claim for I shall continue to do everything possible to shield the 
Board from criticism and will prebably ask at the meeting that any 
course which the Board shall adopt shall be based on my assuming the 
responsibility of declining to handle the fund. 


Since sesing you several days ago, practically everything 
that has happened has tended to show that our action in accepting 
these contributions has not met with public approval. Aside froma 
resolution passed by the Executive Committee of the Connecticut Audubon 
Society approving Mrs. Wright's vote on the National Board, there has 
not been one word of cungratulation or approval in any way reach this 
office. 


Possibly Dr. Palmer may have mentioned the fact that a few 
days ago I had a call from a man who stated that a client of his was 
preparing to make his will and aimed to leave us $10,000 or more, but 


pees 


before doing so he wanted to know whether it was really true if we 
were going to use this money from the gun companies. He implied that 
if we did, he would look elsewhere to bestow his benefactions. 


Very truly yours, 
Secretary. 
Mr. William Brewster, 


145 Brattle Street, 
: Cambridge, Mass. 


Mess 
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RESOLVED that the Board, while fully appreciating the 


generous offers contained in letters frem the Winchester Repeat ing 
Arms Company of May 5th, 1911 and June 10th, 1911, deem it in- 
expedient to accept the same and find it impossible to carry out their 
tems, and, further, that the Secretary of the Association be 
authorized te forthwith communicate to the donors the attitude of 


the Board and to send them a copy of these resolutions. 
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June 26, 1911. 
My dear Mr. Brewster:- 


Your recent letter came during an absence from the office. 
It was promptly forwarded to me but I have had no real opportunity 
to answer it until returning to the office today. 


The final vote on the offer of the manufacturers of guns and 
ammunition was five to two. Those voting in favor were: Chapman, 
Grant, Lucas, Palmer and Pearson -- those who voted "no" were Mrs. 
Wright and Dr. Grinnell. 


The subject has attracted wide attention in the public press, 
about fifty newspaper clippings having already reached the office, 
The majority of these were simply press dispatches sent out either 
from New York or New Haven but several editorials have also appeared. 
I have seen only one editorial which undertook to defend our original 
action in accepting the money, while there have been several which 
strongly condemned it. ; 


The “American Field" devoted about one full page to the 
subject. It criticised our action in about as strong terms as was 
possible. Here is one sentence from a New Jersey paper - "This seems 
+o be the most incongruous offer and acceptance that could well be 
conceived". The New York Sun editorially says that the proposit ion 
was "abhorrent". On the other hand, the Brooklyn Standard Union in 
commenting on our rejecting the offer heads its ditorial "An Offer 
Wisely Rejected" and in the course of his remarks, Says - "The Audubon 
Society showed good judgment in declining to accépt the money". 

After a lengthy comment on our declining to accept the offer, the 
Brooklyn Eagle says "On the whole the Audubon Society is to be con- 
gratulated". A Wilmington, Delaware paper says editorially - “The 
National Audubon Society has shown commendable consistency and devotion 
to duty under trying circumstances by declining this gift of $25,000," 
An editorial from the Boston Globe declares "the action of the Audubon 
Directors in refusing to be diverted from their chief purpose is to be 
commended for economic as well as for sentimental reasons." 


We have also received some letters on the subject which 
were generally of the character of approval of our final action. None 


Q- 
& 


of these communications, however, have approved of the idea of taking 
the money. There is no doubt we averted a great crisis by taking the 
action which we did on the 16th. 


It was reported at the Board meeting that not only was a 
movement on foot in five different States to have the State Audubon 
Societies repudiate our action, but there were a number of other un- 
pleasant features looming on the horizon. One of these was the fact 
that Mrs. Dutcher was very much exercised. She seemed to think that 
we had taken advantage of her husband's helpless condition and was 
doing something which we knew he would not approve of. She had pre- 
pared very strong letters which were to be given to the press at 
once and which would have looked pretty ugly. 


It seems a great pity we could not have had this money 
put as things turned out, it appeared to the majority of the Board 
that it was inexpedient to accept the funds. 


Before the meeting at least one member of the Board felt that 
action should be taken at once to ascertain whether some one had talked 
regarding the action of the previous meeting sooner than was expected. 
I am inclined to think that one or more members of the Board advised 
that the matter be left open for the present, possibly because there 
did not seem to be any satisfactory way of gaining the desired in- 
formation.at the meeting. 


I hope you will have a most pleasant trip abroad and that 
vour days may be filled with pleasant experiences similar to those 
you have enjoyed on previous trips among your Hnglish friends. 


With pest wishes, I am, 


Very since yours, 


Secretary. 


Mr. William Brewster, 
C/o Brown Shipley & Co., 
London, England. 
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My dear Mr. Brewster:- 


I am pleased to learn that you have returned and that your 
trip to England was pleasant in every way. 


uieted down and I have heard 
very lit @ ageba yan t he 2S ew weeks. 

The Audubon work is moving along nicely and we have many 
things to be thankful for. 


I visited the more important bird colonies off the Coast of 
Maine during the month of July and found them in excellent condition. 
Leach's Petrels and Black Guillemots were breeding as far South as 
Portland and IT found. Hider Ducks' nests half way down the coast of 
ne from New Brunswick. The only colony of Puffins this side of 
ada appears to be located on Machias Seal Island, which as you 
bably know, is very close to the boundary line of Maine and New 
inswick, 


With 


Secretary. 


Mr. William Brewster, 
145 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge, Mass. 
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Mr. William Brewster, 
145 Brattle Street 


b 
Cambridge, Mass. 


My dear Mr. Brewster: - 
At the meeting of the Board of Directors of the National 
Association of Audubon Societies today, vour resignation dated February 


; ins 4 mri y t effect 
2lst, 1912, was read and I was instructed to write you to the effec 


that it was accepted with regret. 


refards, permit me to remain, 


Verv truly Youre 
A¢ ZL thi? Ye2rr814 , 


Secretary. 
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October 29, 1913. 


Mr. William Brewster, 
October Farn, 
Concord, Mass. 


My dear Mr. Brewster: - 


I am naturally greatly pleased to have your letter, 
and the kind expressions which it contained I shall not soon forget. 


I have a little bunch of letters that I have laid 
aside through the years that I want to keep. There are not very many 
of them, but just a few from people whom I greatly esteem and whose 
kind words I an weak enough to want to keep by me to read in those 
moments of discouragement, which of course come to all of us. Your 
letter of October 27th I am adding to this little sacred package. 


We had a very good meeting yesterday and I think 
people were generallypleased with the progress of the Audubon movement. 


I received a long letter from Mr. Robert Ridgeway this 
morning asking me for details regarding the establishment of an Audubon 
society in his home in Illinois. 


With this I enclose a photograph of Arthur P. Wayne. 
It is not very clear but perhaps you might care to have it. Mr.Cleaves 
want to South Carolina last summer and I requested him to get a picture 
of Mr. Wayne and this is one which he made at that time. 


I am now thinking of taking a vacation. I really have 
never taken any time off for three years and I plan to go out to the | 
Southwest; get a guide and a couple of horses and gosagvito the desert 
for a month where I will see no letters of hear no telephone bells. My 
friends here seem to think this is the thing to do. 


With cordial good wishes, permit me to remain, 


Most cordially tee 
Or (hha 5} Lar siMA 
zi Secretarye 


National Association of Audubon Societies 


(FOUNDED 1901. INCORPORATED 1905) 


For the Protection of Wild Birds and Animals 


WILLIAM DUTCHER, President 
FREDERIC A. LUCAS, Acting President 
THEODORE S. PALMER, Ist Vice-President 
SANARRAS A T. GILBERT PEARSON, Secretary 
IES CS ie JONATHAN DWIGHT, Jr., Treasurer 
: SAMUEL T. CARTER, Jr., Attorney 


HOME OFFICE en Ga Naa 
1974 Broadway, New York City 5 | 


a ORES (shaded) S a ‘i * Southeast Corner of 67th Street - ‘ Hema aS: oper: r ji 
map showing (shade tates that have ; ap showing (shade ates that have adopte 
P Ed EBRanSouicies ‘ Telephone No. 7327 Columbus the Au dubow Law protecting the 
non-game birds 


February 2, 1917, 


Mr, William Brewster, 
145 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge, Mass, 


Dear Mr, Brewster: 


"Migratory Bird Treaty Bill" was drawn under the 
personal direction of HE. W. Nelson, and it is my 
understanding that the points you mention are re- 
garded by him as thoroughly safe-guarded, 


I have your letter of January 31, The 


I have been in Washington most of the 
time the last ten days in the interest of this bill, 
but as Mr, Nelson has been in the Middle West most 
of the time I have not seen much of him, Am writ- 
ing him today about the points you mention and will 
ask my secretary to forward you a copy of his letter 
if I should be away when it arrives, 


Yours sincerely, 


G-G.tbs 


